
 

 

DURHAM AND CLEVELAND L.T.A 
 

MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2021 
  

HELD VIRTUALLY ON “ZOOM”  ON 18 MARCH, 2021,  
 

Present: 
John Schofield, Anne Clayton, Pat Ross, Viv Wilson, Alan Jones, Tony Pensom, Matt Jackman, Christine Heppell, Viv 
McFarquhar – Boldon, Stephen Calvert – Guisborough,  Graham Fowler -  Sunderland Tennis Centre, Anne Brown  - 
Cleveland League & Yarm, Brian Clarence – Blaydon, Jonathan Newton – Blaydon, Geoff Moore – South Shields, Paul 
Asensio – Hartlepool, Stephen Gilbert – Boldon, Michael Eggleston – Durham Archery, Gill Reeves – New Blackwell, 
Vincent Kennedy – Shotley & Benfieldside, Yvonne Pensom – Shotley & Benfieldside, Richard McLaughlan -  Patron 
 

Apologies:  
John Marshall, Taylor Collinson, Neil Wright 
 
Minutes 
The minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 19 October, 2020 were agreed and passed. 
 
The meeting was held on Zoom, with a visual Power Point presentation. 
 
President’s Address 
 

The President welcomed everyone to the County’s Annual General Meeting, and gave a verbal summary report on 
the year completed.  Each item will be expanded upon during the presentation.  The President indicated brief details 
of the following objectives:    
Participation – an increase in the number of adults and children playing tennis.   
Workforce - to increase the quality and quantity of coaches operating at all levels across the county 
Performance – Aiming to ensure the best players in the county receive the highest level of coaching required to 
increase standards at all levels. 
Governance – To strengthen relationships with Clubs and Venues;  Develop a sub-committee structure to engage 
more people;  becoming a leader in best practice in Safeguarding and Welfare. 
 
Treasurer 
Income & Expenditure, Balance Sheet and Cash Flow reports are attached as an addendum.   
The Treasurer referred to the documents, pointing out a deficit of £4,721,  mainly as the consequence of Covid 19.  
Competition expenditure was down due to cancellation of tournaments and the county administrator working 
reduced hours, while income was down due to reduced sponsorship.  A small grant was made to Coaches who had 
not qualified for LTA support schemes.   
 
LTA Councillor  
The Councillor explained that LTA and Government support continued through Covid.  Help from the LTA included 
Grants made available to many Venues and Coaches, including the refund of LTA Registration fees. 
“LTA Youth” was to be rolled out from 18 March, 2021.  Nationally, 2,300 coaches have been trained.  (42 coaches in 
Durham & Cleveland attended training and 23 venues in the county have at least one coach trained).   “LTA Rally” is 
being used in over 900 venues nationally. 25% of D&C clubs offer LTA Rally courts to the public, and 60% of our clubs 
use online booking systems including Framwellgate Community Venue, Hartlepool Tennis Club and Shotley & 
Benfieldside Tennis Club systems using the LTA Gate access system 
 
 
 
 



The Councillor reported that six of our venues have attended “Open Your Doors” training.  We also have a number of 
SERVES sites, though due to Covid, there had been no activity.    The system for balloting and allocating Wimbledon 
tickets is to be substantially revised.  A detailed review of County Governance is taking place with completion 
expected in early 2022.   LTA Advantage has been launched to replace BTM membership, offering different options.  
World Tennis Number is due to be launched in spring to replace the Ratings System.  Durham University is supported 
through the HE Funding offer and Tennis World is a great exemplar for others to understand the opportunity of 
adding Padel tennis. 
 
Participation/Club Liaison   
Every club was contacted regarding Covid Business Support – with the benefit for many sites up to £20,000 in 
Government support grants;  there have been mixed fortunes for our clubs, with a boom in memberships for some, 
yet others unable to open and /or receive financial support. A successful series of the LTA Webinars had been taken 
up in the county.  A change in Club Registration was introduced, and fees will increase to £120 per court, excluding 
grass. DCLTA.ORG website was launched, with multiple resources for clubs.  Regular communication with Club 
volunteers is ongoing.  
 
Safeguarding 
The importance of players, coaches, club officials, parents now having some form of awareness of safeguarding was 
emphasised, and the need to have the knowledge of how to deal with a concern; our club and county arrangements 
for keeping children safe were outlined, as well as the importance of coaches/volunteers to whom we entrust our 
children’s care and safeguarding being trained and DBS cleared.  “Go-to” information can be accessed at 
www.dclta.org – under Welfare.    Our 29 venues have achieved LTA registered status; eight clubs have been 
independently (LTA) assessed as safeguarding compliant representing 100% of visits, to date.  The county has also 
been independently assessed as operating high standards of Safeguarding.   Our aim for 2021 includes all Level 2 
coaches to be required to be “accredited”; and the County and clubs working together, post Covid, to ease children 
back into the sport.  
 
Performance 
The impact of Covid and lockdown was highlighted, with the closure of indoor venues meaning a significant reduction 
in our development of Junior Participation and Performance county training programmes.  When we re-opened there 
was reduced indoor court availability, meaning a reduction in squad numbers.   In the first Lockdown we engaged 
with players and coaches and produced a video; in the second Lockdown we did tactical videos for each age group.  In 
the third Lockdown, we produced 100 hours of Zoom delivery – with talks from LTA top coaches, S&C sessions on 
nutrition, tactical workshops, and quizzes all offered to 135 players.  Three fun Festivals put on by some of our female 
coaches were opened out to all venues.  Nationals – with the top players in the country - were due to take place on 
20 November.  This was cancelled, but worth reporting that we had seven players invited - two U10s boys, and two 
boys and three girls in U9s. 
 
Workforce 
Successes such as an increase in the quality and number of coaches at all levels, work at increasing the number of 
female coaches and better use of the new County Website, @ltanortheast and social media platforms, Twitter; 
Facebook and Instagram were all reported.    There was a report of a new network of Coach Education set up around 
the country, with Leeds Beckett University to deliver our CPD.  Coach network meetings are planned, with three 
having already taken place. Further objectives mentioned included the promotion and encouragement of the LTA 
Youth programme; LTA Youth, LTA Compete and LTA Schools.  Encouraging and growing an inclusive and diverse 
workforce and, encouraging recognition of valuable volunteers are all future priorities.  
 
Competitions 
The county runs a County Open event and a County Closed Event.   Durham and Cleveland are represented by Mens 
and Ladies county teams (2 teams); Senior County teams (eight teams); Junior County Cups teams (nine teams), as 
well as National Summer and Winter Leagues in conjunction with Northumberland.    Covid 19 meant that the only 
teams to compete were our U18 county teams in February, 2020.   The county ran a low key event in late August, 
instead of the County Closed.   The National summer league did not take place, and the winter league started, but 
was not completed.   We are hopeful to return to some sort of normality this year, and get some competitive tennis 
at club and inter county level.   
 

http://www.dclta.org/


Governance 
Constitutional changes were detailed but had already been listed within the 2021 AGM Agenda issued to every tennis 
club.   The amendments were proposed and agreed in advance by the Executive.  These were proposed and seconded 
at the meeting.   
 
Election of Officers 
Except for those Executive members not up for re-election, every club in the county was invited to nominate 
candidates for any position on the Committee.   Nominations were read at the meeting, and no further nominations 
were made from the online assembly.   Remaining officers indicated their wish to continue to serve the county, and 
without any further nominations, the following officers were re-elected unopposed.  A proposal to create a new 
position of Chair was accepted and adopted. 
President 
John Schofield (3rd year of 3 year Appointment) 
Secretary 
Pat Ross (2nd year of 2 year Appointment) 
Treasurer 
Viv Wilson (2nd year of 2 year Appointment) 
Lead Volunteer 
Anne Clayton – Yarm Tennis Club 
County Awards Co-coordinator & Competitions Organiser 
Christine Heppell - Durham Archery LTC 
Club Liaison/Participation Officer 
Tony Pensom - Shotley & Benfieldside Tennis Club 
County Safeguarding Officer 
Alan Jones  - Boldon LTC 
Performance Co-ordinator 
John Schofield – Yarm Tennis Club 
County Coach 
Matt Jackman  
 
The Treasurer was invited to nominate Torgersen as the County’s Honorary Accountant.     
 
An offer of thanks to all was made to end the meeting,   
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